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UNCLAS STATE 260929 

DOTA NO. 434-TT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, TQ 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC LANDS SECRETARIAL ORDER 

FOR SPARER OF HOUSE AND PRESIDENT OF SENATE, CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA. 
RE TTPI CABLE 692 WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE CONSULTATIONS ON THE 
TRANSFER OF PUBLIC LANDS WOULD BE HIGHLY BENEFICIAL TO ALL PARITES. 
HOWEVER, AS THE PROPOSED DATE RAISES SCHEDULING CONFLICTS AND 
AS EARLY FINAL ACTION ON SECRETARIAL ORDER IS REQUIRED, 

A TWO WEEK DELAY, UNFORTUNATELY, WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE. 

A MEETING ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 9 WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. WE 
WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO MEET IN MICRONESIA IF THAT IS MORE CONVENIENT 
TO YOU. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 260929 

THE SECRETARIAL ORDER TO TRANSFER PUBLIC LANDS WILL BE BASED 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


ON MORTON POLICY STATEMENT OF NOV 1973 WHICH, AS YOU KNOW, 

WAS ENDORSED BY JCFS AFTER ITS ISSUANCE. SECRETARIAL ORDER 
WILL SIMPLY FULFILL PROMISE US HAS MADE IN RESPONSE TO REQUESTS 
FROM THE JCFS AND SOME OF THE DIRSTRICTS OF MICRONESIA. IT 
WAS PUBLICALLY ANNOUNCED MORE THAN TWO MONTHS AGO AT TIME OF 
VETO MESSAGE ON PUBLIC LANDS THAT HICOM "IS PREPARED TO TAKE 
WHATEVER EXECUTIVE ACTION MIGHT BE NECESSARY TO FULFILL 
THE ADMINISTRATION'S COMMITMENT TO FACILITATE THIS TRANSFER." 

WE THEREFORE, HAVE DIFFICULTY IN UNDERSTANDING YOUR REACTION 
AT THIS TIME IN VIEW OF PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN ATTEMPTING 
LEGISLATIVE ACTION. HOWEVER, WE STILL WELCOME YOUR VIEWS AND 
ADVICE. 

SECRETARIAL ORDER WILL VEST HICOM WITH ALL NECESSARY AUTHORITY 
TO IMPLEMENT THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC LAND POLICY: HOWEVER NO 
DISTRICT WILL BE REQUIRED TO ACCEPT PUBLIC LANDS AGAINST 
ITSDESIRES. THOSE DISTRICTS DESIREING AN EARLY TRANSFER WILL 
BE REQUIRED ONLY TO FORMALLY REQUEST THE TRANSFER AND MEET 
SAFEGUARDS OUTLINED IN THE SECRETARY'S LAND POLICY IN ORDER 
TO PROTECT LOCAL PUBLIC LANDS. 

YOUR EXPRESSED SENTIMENTS OF COOPERATION AND DESIRE TO WORK 
CLOSELY TOGETHER FOR THE BEST INTEREST OF MICRONESIA ARE 
WARMLY APPRECIATED. LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT WE FULLY RECIPROCATE 
THESE VIEWS. IT IS IN THIS SPIRIT WE HAVE RESPONDED 
TO YOUR REQUEST FOR CONSULTATIONS PRIORTO THE SECRETARY TAKING 
FURTHER ACTION. WE BELIEVE THIS SPIRIT OF MUTUAL COOPERATION 
AND ACCOMMODATION WILL BE IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE MICRONESIAN 
PEOPLE AND WILL FACILITATE THE EARLY TRANSFER OF THESE LANDS 
TO LOCAL CONTROL UPON LOCAL REQUEST. 

YOUR FURTHER VIEWS ON TIMING AND SITE WOULD BE MOST APPRECIATED. 
BEST REGARDS. CARPENTER SENDS. INGERSOLL 
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